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sometimes sets up a mental disturbance that manifests itself the 
next day. A special relation between dreaming and alcoholic de- 
lirium has also been noticed. Dreams may play an important part 
as a determining cause of epileptic attacks. Nocturnal hysterical 
fits are sometimes determined by terrifying dreams. A remarkable 
case of psychic-paralysis due to the same terrifying dream for sev- 
eral successive nights is described. The same patient afforded also 
a good example of fatigue-paralysis, becoming incapable of phona- 
tion after the discharge of another centre. The author concludes 
that dreaming, and especially repeated dreaming, must not be con- 
sidered an indifferent phenomenon, but may constitute the opening 
scene of a morbid drama. The reader would probably ask Dr. 
Fere' whether such dreams as he describes were not caused by the 
paralysis, and not conversely as he assumes. 

Onamatomania. Charcot and Mayman. Archiv. of Neurol. 1886. 

A group of symptoms is designated where a single word rjlays an 
important role, often causing anxiety, and co-existing with "habitual 
dubiations, fear of contact, or inverted sexual sensations, etc. (1) A 
single word or name may be irretrievably forgotton; (2) the patient 
maybe impelled to continuously repeat a word; (3) in conversation 
certain words are emphasized; (4) certain words are used to check 
the effect of other accidental expressions; (5) as a word may seem to 
be accidentally swallowed, and great effort is made by hawking and 
spitting to bring it forth from the stomach. In such cases the pa- 
tient has full consciousness of his state, and knows his enslavement 
to these tyranous impressions. Seven cases are described where 
the loss of a word caused great disquietude, and when it was found 
another was lost, and lists of words were made out and kept at 
hand for relief. 

Experiments on Prehension. J. Jacobs. Mind, Jan., 1887. With 
Supplementary Notes on Prehension in Idiots by Francis 
Galton. 
In these experiments the " span " of " prehension " is measured 
by the number of letters and numerals that can be correctly re- 
peated after twice hearing, the interval between them in the dicta- 
tion being about one-half a second. Ebbinghaus's nonsense sylla- 
bles we at first tried, but rejected because they were found to dis- 
tract attention and to be too variable in ease of pronunciation, rythm, 
degree of novelty and grotesqueness, etc. Numerals are not only 
fewer than letters, but have less associations by contiguity. Be- 
tween the ages of eight and nineteen the span of school-girls in- 
creases from 6. to 7.9 for letters, and from 6.6 to 8.6 for numerals. 
Span increases not only with age, but with rank in class, and it is 
suggested that a " standard span " be added to the items for anthro- 
pometric measurement. Mr. Galton found greater individual varia- 
tion in idiots, but less average span than in normal children. 

Ueber Ziele und Wege der Volkerpsyehologie. W. Wundt. Philos. 
Studien. Heft 1. 1887. 
The comprehensive program of Volks-psychology given by Laz- 
arus and Steinthal, in the first volume of their journal makes it 
include language, religion, myth, customs, art and history, and con- 
trast it with individual psychology. As descriptive natural history 
is illustrated by physics, chemistry and psychology, so history needs 



